
 
WDVA Identifies, Properly Inters Remains of Wisconsin Veterans 

 
As part of a recent initiative to identify and properly inter the remains of Wisconsin veterans, the cremated remains of 20 
unclaimed Wisconsin veterans were laid to rest at the Southern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery with full military 
honors January 12 and 13.  
 
The veteran’ remains all came from a local funeral home which follows a 2015 initiative from the Wisconsin Department of 
Veterans Affairs and the American Legion Department of Wisconsin to identify the remains of any veteran currently being 
held by any Wisconsin funeral home.  
 
Each of the 20 received separate and full military honors at 15 minute intervals, which included a funeral honors team from 
the Wisconsin National Guard, a bugler and firing detail. Also in attendance were veterans groups committed to seeing their 
brothers-in-arms without family or next-of-kin laid to rest. 
 
“It is our great honor to pay these veterans their deserved final respect,” said WDVA Interim Secretary Kathy Marschman. 
“Just like the military, we leave no one behind – this initiative and partnership with the American Legion Department of 
Wisconsin shows exactly that.” 
 
“While we don’t always know why these veterans come to us this way, we are extremely comforted to know we have done our 
best to give these veterans the final honors they earned by their military service,” said American Legion Department of 
Wisconsin Commander Rev. Daniel J. Seehafer. “There are a great many people who made this possible and we will continue 
to work to ensure our veterans receive the military funeral honors they deserve.”  
 
The veterans’ remains were vetted and verified through military records and the National Personnel Records Center.  
 
These 20 bring the total interments to 31. This includes two buried at private cemeteries.  
 
When a veteran is located who died without a next-of-kin or without enough funds to cover burial, the American Legion has 
created a restricted fund to assist with burial costs to ensure the veteran receives the dignified memorial service he or she 
deserves. The WDVA and American Legion have reached out to the more than 450 funeral homes in Wisconsin to identify 
the remains of unclaimed veterans. 
 
The WDVA operates three State Veterans Cemeteries located in Union Grove, King and Spooner which may be used as a 
final resting place for these veterans. 
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