
Briefing on State Briefing on State 
Legislative ProcessLegislative Process



Why is this important?Why is this important?



 
Give CVSOs and members of the 
veterans community the tools, 
strategies, and know-how to:
– Effectively advocate on behalf of veterans
– Identify and target the most pertinent 

legislative stakeholders
– Garner support or raise opposition to a 

particular proposal
– Apply the political capital of the veterans 

community in an efficient, organized, and 
goal-oriented manner



WI Budget ProcessWI Budget Process



 

Continuous, 2-year 
(biennial) budget 
process



 

Culminates in the 
introduction of the 
Governor’s budget 
and the Legislature’s 
evaluation and 
action on the budget
– Typically 6 to 8 

month period

Former Governor Doyle’s budget address in 2003



Budget TimelineBudget Timeline



 

Fall – Early Winter 2010
– State Agencies submit their budget requests to 

the Governor and the Department of 
Administration (DOA)

– Visit following webpage for Major Budget 
Request:  http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/2011- 
13%20Budget/Agency%20Request/tableofconte 
nts.htm

– Governor and DOA craft the Governor’s budget


 

Late January – Early February 2011
– Governor introduces his budget to Legislature

http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/2011-13 Budget/Agency Request/tableofcontents.htm
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/2011-13 Budget/Agency Request/tableofcontents.htm
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/2011-13 Budget/Agency Request/tableofcontents.htm


Budget TimelineBudget Timeline



 
February – April 2011
– Joint Finance Committee reviews budget



 

Advocacy groups and other legislators contact 
and meet with JFC members regarding items 
they strongly support or oppose



 

JFC holds public hearings across the state



 
April – May 2011
– JFC holds several executive sessions to 

amend and finalize the budget



Budget TimelineBudget Timeline



 
June 2011
– Assembly and Senate review, caucus, amend, 

and vote on separate budgets
– Another key period for advocacy groups
– If budgets differ, a Conference Committee 

containing Leadership from both houses is 
formed to produce one Budget Report



 
June – August 2011
– Houses vote on Budget Report
– Sent to Governor, where vetoes or partial vetoes 

are introduced
– Results in passage unless Legislature seeks     

to override vetoes with 2/3 vote



JFC MembersJFC Members



 

Senate Finance Committee Members
– Co-Chair:  Alberta Darling 



 

Waukesha, Ozaukee, Washington, and Milwaukee 
Counties

– Vice-Chair:  Luther Olsen
– Members: Shelia Harsdorf, Joe Leibham, Glenn 

Grothman, Randy Hopper, Lena Taylor, and Bob Jauch



 

Assembly Finance Committee Members
– Co-Chair:  Robin Vos



 

Racine County
– Vice-Chair:  Dan Meyer
– Members:  Dan LeMahieu, John Nygren, Pat Strachota, 

Joel Kleefisch, Tamara Grigsby, and Jennifer Shilling



Helpful Links/ResourcesHelpful Links/Resources



Conclusion Conclusion –– Keeping UpdatedKeeping Updated
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/

http://legis.wisconsin.gov/


Important Tracking DevicesImportant Tracking Devices
http://notify.legis.state.wi.us/Home.aspx

http://notify.legis.state.wi.us/Home.aspx


Keeping UpdatedKeeping Updated



 

WDVA Legislative Page
– www.WisVets.com/legislation



 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau
– http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/
– All budget-related documents



 

Legislative Reference Bureau – 
Reference and Research Services
– http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lrb/Research/index.htm
– Utilize research analysts on past and current 

legislation
– Reference Desk: 608-266-0341

http://www.wisvets.com/legislation
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lfb/
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/lrb/Research/index.htm
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