Increase in federal revenue

Page 2

[image: image1.png]FORWARS
#:Aab
%

VETERANS
AFFAIRS






STATE OF WISCONSIN, DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS


30 West Mifflin Street, P.O. Box 7843, Madison, WI 53707-7843



PHONE:  (608) 266-1311     1-800-947-8387 (WIS VETS)



WEB SITE:  http://dva.state.wi.us


Jim Doyle, Governor


John A. Scocos, Secretary


E-MAIL:  Headquarters@dva.state.wi.us


FAX:  (608) 267-0403

Attention Newsroom—News Release

February 4, 2004













Contact:   Andrew Schuster 608-267-1797

For Immediate Release













        or Kathleen Scholl 608-267-3582

Wisconsin Veterans receive an increase of over $74 million in federal revenue from Veterans Affairs

(MADISON) ( A new report released today shows Wisconsin’s veterans are now receiving $74 million more federal benefits than they did last year thanks to a three-year-old outreach program by the Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs.

The increase means Wisconsin’s half a million veterans now receive a total of nearly $250 million more in federal benefits than they received in 2000 when the state launched “I Owe You’’ – a program to inform Wisconsin veterans and their families that they may be eligible for benefits they’re not receiving.

"This is great news for Wisconsin," said Governor Jim Doyle.  "I applaud the Department for their efforts to help veterans and their families receive the benefits they have earned through their service and sacrifice.” 

The "I Owe You" campaign is based on a World War I Uncle Sam recruiting poster (“I Want You”) and has drawn more than 14,000 veterans and their families to “Benefits Supermarkets” around the state.  At each “Supermarket,’’ representatives of all services to veterans meet with veterans and their families to determine eligibility for benefits – and help them apply. 

"In over three years the VA funds assisting Wisconsin veterans has grown from $721 million to $975 million," said WDVA Secretary John A. Scocos.  “As a result of our outreach efforts, the 'I Owe You' program continues to show positive results for our veterans."

The federal Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) report released today shows an 8.2 percent increase in federal VA dollars to Wisconsin.  The $74 million increase includes $29 million in additional health care assistance and $48 million in added pension and injury compensation money.

(more)

Many veterans do not realize they may be entitled to receive monthly compensation for health conditions incurred in the service many years ago, Scocos said.  In addition, many veterans are unaware that combat service is not required to receive disability compensation or that they can request a compensation claim be reopened for reconsideration or an increased rating.   

"The increase in Federal VA Expenditures finally helps Wisconsin veterans and their families. Our state's veterans are receiving more benefits, but there is still more work to be done.  I am committed to making sure every veteran in Wisconsin learns about and receives benefits and services earned, both federal and state.  It is good for Wisconsin veterans and good for Wisconsin,” said Scocos.

One key component of the department's "I Owe You" outreach campaign to educate and inform veterans and their families about benefits and services is the WDVA Supermarkets of Veterans Benefits.  The next area Supermarkets will be held on May 8 at the Alliant Energy Center in Madison and on May 15 at the Wisconsin Veterans Home at Union Grove.  In addition, a Supermarket will be held in the fall at the Wisconsin Veterans Home at King.

For more information on WDVA program and services, go to http://dva.state.wi.us or call 1-800-947-9347 (WIS-VETS).
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